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2022 Annual Tonnage Down – But Port Remains Strong Economic Driver 

 

 

For Immediate Release                                          February 2, 2023 

(Green Bay, Wis.) – The departure of the Algocanada from the Port of Green Bay on Wednesday, January 25 

signaled the end of the Port’s 2022 shipping season. Total cargo shipments into and out of the Port topped out 

at just over 1.75 million tons (1,765,834) for the season, a decrease of 10% from 2021.  

 

“We had a strong shipping season in 2021 and while we strive to reach 2 million tons a year, it’s not always 

possible due to marketplace conditions,” explained Dean Haen, Port of Green Bay Director. “Still, in the current 

economy, we’re pleased with where things finished.” Across the board, small decreases in almost all cargo types 

contributed to the slower 2022 shipping season.  

 

During 2022, limestone was the top cargo, followed by cement, petroleum products, salt and coal.  

• Total domestic imports of limestone decreased 6% (529,311 tons) while foreign imports of limestone 

increased 11% (totaling 83,141 tons).  

• Domestic imports of cement were down 17% to 341,725 tons.  

• Domestic petroleum products exported increased by 36%, while domestic imports of petroleum 

products were down 46%.  

• Domestic salt imports increased by 129% but were offset by a 48% decrease in foreign salt imports (for a 

total decrease of 18%).  

• Domestic coal inbound increased by 22%, while liquid asphalt inbound increased by 121%.  

 

“The one constant in shipping is change,” stated Haen. “If you look back through the years, you see how 

commodities change depending on the marketplace or on the economy. For instance, in the early to mid 2000s, 

coal was a top commodity. Today, with low cost natural gas, there isn’t as great of a demand.”   

 

Haen credits the Port’s ability to remain one of the top economic drivers of the region to its adaptability and its 

focus on advocating for more diverse cargo. “Waterborne transportation, which is environmentally friendly, 

remains the lowest cost means of moving goods,” he added. “So despite the current slowdown, we know things 

will begin to turn around and we look forward to the regional economy rebounding in 2023.”  

 

A total of 157 vessels moved through the Port of Green Bay this shipping season compared to 178 in 2021. 
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http://www.portofgreenbay.com/


The Port of Green Bay exists to enhance the prosperity of the people of Northeast Wisconsin by providing 
facilities and infrastructure able to effectively and efficiently move commodities and goods across the nation. As 

the western-most port of Lake Michigan, the Port of Green Bay offers a direct route for shipping from the 
Midwest to the rest of the world. The Port of Green Bay has 14 active terminal operators located along three 

miles of the Fox River involved in shipping commodities: Ace Marine, C. Reiss Coal Company, Construction 
Resources Management, Flint Hills Resources, Fox River Terminals, Georgia-Pacific, Graymont, GLC Minerals, KK 
Integrated Logistics, Lafarge Northern America, RGL, Sanimax, St. Mary’s Cement and U.S. Venture.  

 
For more information, visit our website at: www.portofgreenbay.com 

Follow us on: Facebook |  Twitter  | YouTube   
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