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Governor Jim Doyle  has announced  $9,087,715 in state Harbor Assistance Program  (HAP)  awards for three 
projects in Wisconsin that will make repairs and improvements to docks and harbor facilities in Green Bay and 
Manitowoc.  The funds for the three projects will help create more than 130 jobs and will retain more than 600 
jobs in Wisconsin. 

“Wisconsin’s ports are hubs of economic activity, moving over $7 billion worth of goods each year,” Governor 
Doyle said.   “We are proud to partner with Green Bay and Manitowoc on these projects that will help their ports 
continue a great tradition and create and retain good, family-supporting jobs.” 

Since 2003, Wisconsin has made major investments in an economy built around 
the Great Lakes, providing $32.8 million in state Harbor Assistance Program 
(HAP) awards for important construction and repair projects at ports and har-
bors around the state. This year the Port of Green Bay has received two HAP 
grants: 

¨ Brown County on behalf of the Port of Green Bay, will receive $7,141,835 to 
begin construction of the rock spine that will anchor the restored Cat Islands 
in the Bay of Green Bay.  Restor-
ing these three barrier islands will 
provide for placement of over 2.3 
million cubic yards of clean dredge 
material which will extend the life of 
the Port’s confined disposal facility 
by 20 years and provide protection 
and ecological enhancement to the 
Duck Creek area.  This project will 
create 100 new jobs and will retain 
more than 600 jobs. 

¨ U.S. Oil Company located in the Port of Green Bay will receive $1,945,880 
to construct a motor fuel loading facility at the Fox River terminal in Green 
Bay.  It will include the installation of shock-absorbing bumpers and a plat-
form 21 feet away from the existing dock wall with dredging to a depth of 24 
feet.  This facility will provide an environmentally-friendly way to back up the 
existing  pipelines  that serve  the motor  fuel needs of  northeastern Wis-
consin. This project will create 28 new jobs.  

The state HAP award will cover 80% of the project costs with the grant recipients 
providing  the  required  20%  match.   Created in 1979,  Wisconsin’s  Harbor   
Assistance Program helps harbor communities maintain and improve waterborne 
commerce.   Projects  typically involve  dock reconstruction, mooring structure 
replacement, dredging and the construction of facilities to hold dredged material.  

 HARBOR ASSISTANCE GRANT RECEIVED FOR   
CAT ISLAND CHAIN RESTORATION PROJECT  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

               

HARBOR  COMMISSION 
 

Holiday Inn-City Centre 
11:30am 

May 10, 2010 
 

DREDGING ISSUE RESOLVED 

During the summer of 2009, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)  had  
planned  to  dredge  the  Georgia  Pacific turning basin only  to find  the  U.S.  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) already working in this area.  This lack 
of coordination led to several meetings which eventually further complicated the 
navigational dredging effort in the Fox River. 
 
By January 2010, the Corps announced they planned to halt dredging within the 
Fox River until completion of the  EPA’s PCB clean-up project in 2017.   The 
Corps’ decision was based on the costly dredging requirements set by the EPA.   
The EPA environmental dredging project in the lower Fox River began in 2009.  
Each agency dredges differently.  The Corps has historically dredged using me-
chanical means, while the clean-up project is using hydraulic dredging. 
 

The EPA and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) claimed the mechanical dredging of the 
channel and turning basins at Georgia Pacific and the East River would stir up PCB sediment in the river.  
The Corps claimed there was no difference in the  character or  contaminate levels of the material dredged 
any of the previous years and the Corps could not justify the increased cost.    
 

The impact from the lack of dredging in the Fox River would result in shoaling in the navigational channel that 
would restrict access by cargo vessels.   Initially the restriction would cause vessels to light load, however, 
based on historical shoaling rates, it is likely that by 2017 the navigational channel would not be economically 
viable for most commercial vessels due to insufficient draft.  Even under the recent economic conditions, the 
Port had a $61 million economic impact on Green Bay in 2009 and supported more than 600 good-paying 
jobs.  
 

Fortunately through Congressman Steve Kagen’s efforts and leadership, a solution to the impasse between 
the Corps and EPA was reached.    Congressman Kagen directed the Lieutenant General of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and  Deputy Administrator of the EPA  to resolve  the loggerhead.    Both agreed to do so 
and both had to recognize the importance of the environmental and navigational missions of the other 
agency.  The agencies then agreed to execute an interagency agreement that was mutually acceptable.  This 
cooperation has lead to the Corps  issuing a contract  that  includes dredging the turning basins within the 
lower Fox River.  The contract will be out for bids by April 15, 2010 with an anticipated award date of May 15, 
2010.    

 

TALLSHIP  FESTIVAL  
 

Port of Green Bay 
10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
August 13 -15, 2010 
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The Brown County Port & Solid Waste Department held the 2010 Port of Green Bay Symposium on Monday, 
March 29, 2010 at the Brett Favre Steakhouse.  The meeting ran from 10:00am until 1:00pm and provided  in-
formation on issues concerning the Port of Green Bay and the Great Lakes. 
 

This year’s Symposium was one of the best for delivering educational information to friends of the port.  Our 
guest speakers included Congressman Steve Kagen, County Executive Tom Hinz, Mr. Ray Johnston, Presi-
dent of the Chamber of Marine Commerce, Harbor Commission President Neil McKloskey, Port Manager. 
Dean Haen and Ms. Susan Finco, Leonard & Finco.  
 

The Port Symposium was a great opportunity for terminal operators, federal, state and local agencies, elected 
officials, harbor commissioners and others interested in the Port  of  Green  Bay  to meet and discuss current 
issues.  

2010  PORT SYMPOSIUM  

USDOT Announces Program to Increase Usage of Waterw ays 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood recently unveiled a new initiative to move more cargo on the       
water.  Under the “America’s Marine Highway” program, the department’s Maritime Administration (MARAD) 
will help identify rivers and coastal routes that could carry cargo efficiently, bypassing congested roads around 
busy ports and reducing greenhouse gases. 
 

“For too long, we’ve overlooked the economic and environmental benefits that our waterways and domestic 
seaports offer as a means of moving freight in this country,” said Secretary LaHood, speaking to transportation 
professionals at the 7th Annual North American Marine Highways & Logistics Conference in Balti-
more.  “Moving goods on the water has many advantages:  It reduces air pollution.  It can help reduce gridlock 
by getting trucks off our busy surface corridors.” 
 

Under the new regulation, regional transportation officials will be able to apply to have specific transportation 
corridors – and even individual projects—designated by the Department of Transportation as a marine highway 
if they meet certain criteria.  Once designated, these projects will receive preferential treatment for any future 
federal assistance from the department or MARAD. 
 

The Marine Highway initiative stems from a 2007 law requiring the Secretary of Transportation to “establish a 
short sea transportation program and designate short sea transportation projects to mitigate surface conges-
tion.”  Earlier this year, Secretary LaHood announced $58M in grants for projects to support the start-up or ex-
pansion of Marine Highway services, awarded through the department’s TIGER grants program.  Congress has 
also set aside an additional $7M in grants which MARAD will award later this year. 
 

The Marine Highway initiative fits into the Port of Green Bay’s local interest in a possible intermodal terminal.    
Supporters say a cost-effective new shipping option could be a magnet to     
retain, expand and attract new industry.  

 

Researchers at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay are completing the     
second year of a Great Lakes Marine Container Service Feasibility Study for the 
Port of Green Bay.  UW-Green Bay is utilizing surveys, background analysis 
and confidential interviews with potential shippers to determine whether there 
would be sufficient volume to support a common “intermodal” terminal to be   
created at the Port of Green Bay and, if so, conduct an analysis of potential  
terminal size, location, requirements and features.  The UW-Green Bay study 
will look at Green Bay as a single node in the network, but the research could 
also be a resource for shippers, freight planners, ports and public entities else-
where.  The study will be completed in 2010.   



Brown County Port & Solid Waste Department 
Dean Haen, Port Manager 
2561 South Broadway Street 
Green Bay, WI  54304 

Phone: 920-492-4953 
Fax: 920-492-4957 
Email: haen_dr@co.brown.wi.us 
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Linking the Midwest to the World 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

2010 SEASON BEGINS — CONTEST WINNER AWARDED 
 

(Green Bay) -- The first ship of the 2010 shipping season arrived in the Port of Green Bay Saturday, April 3, 
2010.  The Innovation arrived at 11:30am at  LaFarge North America Inc., with 12,000 metric tons of cement 
from Alpena, Michigan. The ship carries the U.S. flag and is owned by Inland Lakes Transportation, Inc.  
 

The First Ship Contest sponsored by the Port of Green Bay and hosted by the Greater Green Bay Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau was won by Mr. Nick School of Suring, Wisconsin.   Mr. School’s guess of April 3, 
2010 at 10:33am was the closest to the actual arrival time of the Innovation at 11:30am.   Mr. School will 
receive a prize package that includes 20 tickets for free admission to Discovery World along with a day sail 
for two aboard the S/V Denis Sullivan on Sunday June 6, 2010 out of Milwaukee.  For more information on 
Discovery World in Milwaukee, visit their website at www.discoveryworld.org . 

 

The  Port of  Green  Bay expects the arrival of more than 200 
vessels during the 2010 shipping season.  The Green Bay Press-
Gazette  “Port of Call”  feature will  highlight  each  arrival and 
include information on the ship size, cargo, arrival date and flag.  
The public is encouraged to view the ships from the Fox River 
Trail, the Green Bay Metropolitan Boat Launch or by going to the 
Port’s website and accessing the web cam.  Port Security re-
quirements do not allow public access on any port property.  
 

For more information on the Port of Green Bay and ship arrivals, 
please visit our website at www.portofgreenbay.com .  


